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Because of the recent hurricane that swept through Belize 
(formerly British Honduras), Honduras, and various other Central 
American countries, Teen Missions’ base in Belize was devas-
tated.  Trees were uprooted, fences and gardens are gone, and 
one or two roofs need repair.  Consequently, since all our summer 
teams are now gone, we Bible/Ministry/Works students have re-
ceived the opportunity to travel to Belize and restore the base 
there. 
 
This will be the second-year students’ (seniors) first time to do dis-
aster relief, and we will be working alongside the new first-year 
students for two weeks before Thanksgiving vacation.  We will not 
be studying or running boot camps during this time as we did in 
Honduras, but we may be able to do some additional evangel-
ism in the surrounding community.  Please pray that we will be 
able to fully complete the base there and raise funds as 
needed.  Thank you for all your time and support. 
 

~ Joy Flabetich 

“J”  FOR JESUS 

 

Phone: 
 808-879-5618 

Email:  

info@kiheibaptist.org  

We’re on the web!   
Visit us at: 
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ADDRESS LABEL HERE 

        
Postage Paid 

US Non-Profit Org. 
Permit No. 137 

Kihei, Maui, Hawaii 96753 

 
 

WEEKLY LINE-UP  
 

 
Sunday  
  9:00 Sunday School 
10:00 Worship Service 
 
 
 

Wednesday  
  6:00 Hula Practice 
  7:00 Worship Practice 

  
 
 

Thursday  
  6:30 Bible Study 
 
 
 

Friday  
  5:30 Feed the Homeless 
        (1st Friday / monthly) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Good News Messenger is 
published monthly by Kihei Bap-
tist Chapel. All articles must be 
received by the 20th of the 
month.  No submissions will be 
accepted after this deadline. 

Copies are sent bulk mail.  You 
may request an e-mail version 
at newsletter@kiheibaptist.org ,  
or you may view the newsletter 
monthly on our website:  
www.kiheibaptist.org.  

We  are  a  growing  church  in  a  growing  community.   
Come  grow  with  us  as  we  share  the  Son  on  Maui ! 

Rev. Glenn Armstrong, D.D. 
October 19, 2007 

 

Usually when I think about being 
thankful it has to do with what I 
should be thankful about. Actu-
ally, that is what being thankful 
is all about. Things, people, 
events, situations, family, friends, 
health, finances, freedom, re-
demption, forgiveness, etc., are 
some of the things connected 
with the Thanksgiving season.  
 
However, when I take a longer 
look, the very action of being 
thankful has to start some place 
within me. It has to start with the 
head, move to the heart, reflect 
in my habit and develop in my 
home. Unless this process takes 
place, thanksgiving can be little 
more than greed and self-
centeredness. It is not really 
thanksgiving at all! Happiness 
that is just about “me” and 
“mine” may be good, but not 
really gratitude. 
 
This is the happiness of the 
Pharisee which Jesus con-
demned with vengeance! The 
Pharisee was praying a prayer 
that publicly expressed his 
“spiritual” thankfulness that he 

was not like the “lesser” people. 
Jesus condemned him for his 
personal pride. 
 
I.  THANKSGIVING IN MY HEAD, 

Romans 1:21 

 
“…when they knew God, they 

glorified him not as God, neither 

were they thankful; but became 

vain in their imaginations….” 

 
Thanksgiving must have some 
academic base. The Apostle 
Paul wrote to the Roman believ-
ers reminding them that God 
was anything but pleased with a 
generation of people who knew 
God, but did not glorify (ascribe 
honor to God), neither were they 
thankful. To be sure, Paul is mak-
ing reference to the people who 
only knew God because of His 
creation, order, and sustaining 
power and not in any personal 
experience of faith and obedi-
ence. 
 
This is clear by their casting and 
carving idols to which they 
bowed down for blessings. They 
did this through “vain imagina-
tions” and futile thinking. They 
 
                 (continued on page 2) 
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WHERE TO BE THANKFUL 

 

Happy Birthday!! 

11-01   Jon Rich 
11-02   Cathy Mickelson 
11-03   Debbie Armstrong 
11-05   Ashley Yamada 
11-06   Marcus Delatorre 
11-08   Eunice Bates 
11-08   Caprice Witt 
11-11   Joy Flabetich 
11-14   Ed Morgan 
11-15   Bandon Saunders 
11-19   Louise Simpson 
11-26   Colleen Crawford 
11-28   Helen Tennison 
11-29   Ken Kruger 
11-30   Thelma Carlos 
 

Happy Anniversary!! 

11-17   Lee & June Canterbury 
11-23   Ron & Doris Mock 
11-25   Jim & Clara Likes  
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November 
 
2      Feed the Homeless          5:30 
 
4      Communion                    10:00 
        Council Meeting             11:00 
 
11     Worship                         10:00 
         VETERANS DAY 
 
18     Worship                         10:00 
         Thanksgiving Potluck  11:00 
 
22     THANKSGIVING DAY 
 
25     Worship                         10:00 
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Faith for the Future           4 
 
Quizzes for Young & Old  5 
 
Thanksgiving in Your                     
Heart                                   6 
 
Giving thanks in 
Everything                         7 
 
“J” for Jesus                     8 
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WHERE TO BE THANKFUL...continued 

used their heads wrong, and they were 
thankful for wrong things.   
 
To really be thankful, I have to take time 
to evaluate what I am actually thankful 
for. Of course, this can include things; but 
it has to be more than things. If it only in-
cluded things, I would have nothing to be 
thankful for if I lost them. I have become 
very aware of this in the last two years. 
God has brought several hundred won-
derful Christian leaders into our services 
from all over the third world. Many of 
them have almost nothing and, even 
more tragically, they have nothing to look 
forward to that will ever become better! 
 
Yet, they are some of the happiest believ-
ers who have been brought into my life!  
Well beyond being happy, they are ex-
cited about serving the Savior. I personally 
know that some of them have been ex-
communicated from their families and re-
ligions when they became believers. To 
be sure, their thanksgiving spirit is not lim-
ited to things. My head must evaluate my 
gratefulness. God, thank you for forgive-
ness, salvation, love and guidance. 
 
II.  THANKSGIVING IN MY HEART, Colos-

sians 3:15 

 

“Let the peace of God rule in your 

hearts…and be ye thankful.” 

 

The concept of the heart is a major sub-
ject in Holy Scriptures. Beside the physical 
organ, heart is used to speak of our seat 
of emotions, moral nature, spiritual life, 
grief, desires, affections, thoughts, under-
standing, reasoning powers, etc. 
 
One thing is clearly taught in God’s Word 

– that as we think so we become. We will 
do in our lives what we desire in our hearts! 
Everyone thinks this is a rule of others, but 
the best proof that it is a universal truism is to 
keep thinking that way and wait as see – 
you will do what you desire. If my mind does 
not move right thinking into the emotional 
drive system of my soul, I will both think 
wrong and do wrong. Gratitude for the right 
things must move into my soul. 
 
A grateful heart is the only way to a happy 
life, Colossians 3:16.  
 
III.  THANKSGIVING IN MY HABITS,  Ephesians 

6:6 

 

“…as servants of Christ, doing the will of 

God from the heart.” 

 

Habits are sneaky things, especially bad 
ones. They come into our lives often unin-
vited and seemingly harmless. They take up 
squatters rights and sometime never leave. 
Habits happen. Bad ones are like crab grass 
that will grow through asphalt; they come 
up overnight and immediately establish 
deep roots. But just try to change a bad 
habit and replace it with a good one! 
 
The good one has to be planted intention-
ally and watered daily, and  still it will take 
weeks to mature and even then can be de-
stroyed in a day or a deed. Healthy habits 
grow only in a thankful environment while 
bad ones grow very well in an environment 
of anger and self-centeredness. 
 
A grateful heart with healthy habits is the 
only way to be happy.  
 
IV.  THANKSGIVING IN MY HOME, John 14:23 
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 Wouldn’t you agree that some verses 

of Scripture are far easier to memorize than to 

practice?  In some cases, we tend to think 

there must be some other interpretation—how 

can this possibly be what God meant?  If I 

could just remove a word or two, then maybe 

I could do what this says! 

 One such passage is I Thessalonians 

5:16-18:  “Rejoice always, pray without ceas-

ing, in everything give thanks; for this is God’s 

will for you in Christ Jesus.”   We commit this 

verse to memory; we quote it; and, when 

everything is going our way, we say, “Amen!  

Praise the Lord!”  But when adversity strikes, 

we think, Now, wait a minute, Lord…. 

 Being grateful is easy when you get a 

promotion or make an A on an exam, but 

what about if you lose your job?  Or if a tire 

goes flat on the interstate?  How about when 

the doctor’s face reveals bad news even be-

fore he says a word?  Since expressing grati-

tude at such times seems unnatural, circum-

stances can cause us to doubt the truth of 

that verse.  So why does Scripture say God’s 

will is that we give thanks in everything? 

 First of all, thanking God in difficult cir-

cumstances keeps us aware of His presence.   

When we say, “Thank you, Lord, even though I  

 

 

 

don’t feel grateful,” we are reminded that He is 

right there with us. 

 Second, we begin to look for God’s pur-

pose in the trial.  It is okay to say, “Father, I 

would like to be free from this adversity, but 

knowing You must have a reason, I thank you.”  

As our attention is focused on what His purpose 

might be, a sense of strength and wholeness 

develops, and we become motivated to be 

more submissive to His will. 

 Third, our faith and trust build, and we 

are enabled to rejoice, even amid hardship.  In 

addition, thanking God during trials gives a 

powerful impact to our witness. 

 Thanksgiving should be a continuous atti-

tude of the heart rather than simply one day of 

the year.  So express your appreciation to God.  

When you experience the positive effect of 

genuine gratitude, you will again want to say, 

“Thank you, Lord!”   

 

Dr. Charles F. Stanley 
In Touch—November 2006 
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GIVING THANKS IN EVERYTHING 



 
His love, mercy and grace are always 
there for us. 
 
Along with our blessings in everyday life, 
we are reminded to be thankful for His wis-
dom, and our freedom to praise Him, with-
out repercussions.    He gives us the tools, 
fills our hearts with joy, love and faithful-
ness.  We can share this with others and 
know that we won’t have a price to pay.  
We can share our faith, which is His com-
mand of us.   Rejoice in His blessing, find 
joy in His love, and share that with others, 
including those not as fortunate as we are.    
 
1 Peter 3:15:  But sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts, and always be ready to give a defense 
to everyone who asks you a reason for the 
hope that is in you, with meekness, and fear; 
For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer 
for doing good than for doing evil.  

 
This Thanksgiving give Him praise for all He 
provides and all He does in your life. Pray 
for those less fortunate, because of hun-
ger for food, and hunger for His word.   
 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18:  Rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing, in everything give thanks for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  

 
God bless you, and have a wonderful 
Thanksgiving. 
 

~ Beth Wright 
 

 

 

 
November; we welcome back some of our 
seasonal friends, safe and healthy; and 
there are still more to come. We are look-
ing at the possibility of a new Pastor, we 
had a ground breaking, the building crew 
is here to build our new church, and we 
have made it almost through 2007.  That is 
a lot to be thankful for!  Our hearts are filled 
with joy and gratitude.   God is good.   
 
Psalm 135:5:  For I know that the Lord is great.  
And our Lord is above all gods. 

 
We all get to a point at one time or an-
other in our lives in which we realize that 
perhaps we don’t really appreciate all 
God does for us, how His hand is in all we 
do or don’t do.  He is there watching us.  
We get so busy with what we are doing 
that we forget to give gratitude to Him.   
He is always there for us. In our hearts, we 
know He is there, taking care of all things 
that are due to Him.   
 
Psalm 136:1:  Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for 
He is good! For His mercy endures forever. 

 
Gratitude for what He does in our lives 
should be a daily prayer. I thank the Lord 
each day for all that I have and all that I 
am.  Good and bad, He endures, forever!   
The last verse in Psalm 136 is the same as 
the first: 
 
Psalm 136:26:  Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for 

He is good! For His mercy endures forever.  

 
Take the time to read this chapter of 
Psalms. It reminds us to be thankful in all 
situations, no matter what. He endures; 
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THANKSGIVING IN YOUR HEART 
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“If anyone love me, he will obey my 

teachings. My Father will love him and we 

will come to him and make our home with 

him”….Jesus 

 

It is not hard to observe when a home is 
happy. It will be a home that expressed 
thanksgiving for each other. Evidence will 
be everywhere. You will be able to see it 
and hear it. What you see and hear will 
not be about things; not even about big-
ger or better things. It will be about each 
other, the people who make up the 
home.   
 
I have been asked as a pastor to visit 
many homes through the years where 
everyone in the home is unhappy. On 
more than one occasion I have hardly 
been able to get into the house for all the 
plastic toys that had been brought home 
as bribes. (I almost wrote bribes for the 
brats, but that wouldn’t be nice even 
though it would be a true description.) 
 
Many times the homes were costly and 
often exchanged for even higher priced 
ones with more exclusive neighbors. Yet, a 
better and bigger home does not hide 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

unhappy lives any more than more toys sat-
isfy a selfish child. 
 
One family comes to my mind that I remem-
ber being very happy. The father, actually 
the stepfather, of five children worked hard 
to pay to have them in our Christian school. 
He wanted them to be in our school even 
though he was not a believer in Christ himself. 
 
What I remember about this family was that 
the father brought them to school, came into 
the building with them, came back to pick 
them up, attended every school activity that 
included his children, and they all talked to-
gether all the time. The kids looked forward to 
being with their stepdad just to talk together! 
I visited their home, and they were all thank-
ful and happy – with very little things to enjoy. 
They enjoyed each other, and that was their 
happiness.  
 
We will have happy homes when we have 
thankful people in them who can enjoy each 
other and talking together. 
 
A grateful heart that develops healthy habits 
in a happy home will make for a really fine 
Thanksgiving.  
 
God give us such homes, Amen 
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WHERE TO BE THANKFUL...continued 



 

NEW BUILDING 

 
Progress is often direction and not speed.  
This is certainly what we have experienced 
in pursuing a building permit for our new 
worship center building.  However, there is 
reason to believe we are finishing the last 
of the list.  Assuming there are no other lists, 
we should soon have a permit to begin 
construction. 
 
While we are waiting on the final forms, we 
broke ground for the new building.  The 
ceremony followed the October 21 morn-
ing worship service, and most of the peo-
ple stayed for the extra service and the 
potluck dinner. 
 
Our short-term goal for the building fund 
was to reach $1,900,000 by the time we 
broke ground.  This fund now is at 
$1,901,605!  Our prayer is to be able to 
reach $2,000,000 by the end of this year 
and the full goal of $2,250,000 by the com-
pletion of the building. 
 
We are ready to build.  Please keep pray-
ing about completion of the paperwork!  
In comparison to many other island pro-
jects, we are moving very fast. 
 
NEW PASTOR 

 
This past week we met and interviewed 
Reverend David Bray and his wife Brenda 
 
 
 
 
 

 
for the possible position of the next pastor.  
 
During the week we arranged as many 
opportunities as possible for our people to 
become acquainted with them.  We had 
a fellowship with the younger adults, a 
men’s breakfast, a ladies’ tea, Sunday 
morning interview with the whole church, 
morning message, evening interview, and 
other individual discussions and meetings.  
On October 28 the church will be asked to 
prayerfully consider God’s guidance in ex-
tending a call to Pastor Bray. 
 
David Bray’s background includes being 
reared in a fundamentally sound church 
and schools.  His education includes Chris-
tian grade and high school, Southwest Bi-
ble College and Seminary, World-wide Mis-
sions Bible College, Heart of American 
Theological Seminary, and Moody Bible 
Institute. 
 
He holds Bachelor of Arts, Masters in Minis-
try, and Honorary Doctor of Divinity de-
grees and is presently enrolled in a Doctor 
of Philosophy program. 
 
He has been active in youth, education, 
evangelism, church growth ministries, 
preaching, and world missions.  He is pres-
ently president of Global Outreach Inter-
national Ministries. 
 
The Brays have four children. 
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FAITH FOR THE FUTURE 
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QUIZZES FOR YOUNG & OLD 

1.  Artaxerxes was king of ________?  (Ezra 7:1)  Persia, Babylon, Israel, 
Judah 
 

2.  Ezra was a ________?  (Ezra 7:11)  poet, priest, carpenter, tax collector 
 

3.  In Revelation 18:4 God told His people to come out of ________?     
Canaan, Edom, Egypt, Babylon 
 

4.  1 John 5:19 reads, “And we know that we are of ______, and the whole 
world lieth in wickedness.”  grace, Christ, God, promise 
 

5.  “The Lord knoweth how to deliver the ________ out of temptations.”   

(2 Peter 2:9)  righteous, faithful, believer, godly 
 

6.  “Even so faith, if it hath not ________, is dead, being alone.”  (James 
2:17)  love, grace, works, acts 
 

7.  Nebuchadnezzar was king of ________.  (Daniel 1:1)  Judah, Israel, 
Babylon, Persia 
 

8.  Esau is also known as ________.  (Genesis 36:19)  Daniel, Edom, Baby-
lon, Elmore 
 

9.  Christ said that He came to call the ________ to repentance.  (Matthew 
9:13)  sinners, righteous, Jews, Israel 
 

10. Christ said to render to Caesar what is Caesar’s.  What did He say we 
should render to God?  (Luke 20:25)  love, things that are God’s, faith, obedi-
ence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ANSWERS:  1. Persia, 2. priest, 3. Babylon, 4. God, 5. godly, 6. works, 7. Babylon, 8. Edom, 9. sinners,        
10. things that are God’s 


