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| want to ask you to pray this month in a very spec
gram. No building program | have been in has been
thought we would be done by now and Fran and | woul
what God wanted us to do here at Kihei Baptist. Whi
has been moving on His own time. The buildingisj ust one of the items in which
we need to see God’s hand of guidance. Even more im portant is the calling
of the next pastor. This is working out in the same  time frame as the building. It
looks like we will be considering a pastor as we ar e constructing a new worship
center, and all of this will come together just as God has timed it.

ial way for our building pro-
as slow as this one. |
d be finished with

le it has been slow, God

Please pray that we will be able to begin construct
ber. | am asking the county to supply us with the f
We will be assembling a crew by the last week of Oc
ready to begin moving materials and equipment to th

ion by the end of this Octo-
irst-stage excavation permit.
tober, and we will be
e job site.

While this is going on, we will be asking the churc
Rev. David Bray as the next pastor.

h to officially consider calling

Please continue to pray for the financing of the Fa
would like to reach the $2,000,000 mark by the end of this year and the total
amount of $2,250,000 by the completion of the build ing. This is impossible
unless God keeps blessing this part of His work her e at Kihei Baptist, as He has
been pleased to do so far.

ith for the Future Ministry. We

Thank you for continuing to faithfully pray.
Glenn

7  Communion 10:00
Council Meeting  11:00
14  Worship 10:00
21  Worship 10:00
Potluck 11:00
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10-01 Noelani Beard
10-07 Glenn Benner
10-08 Katherine Carlos
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10-15 Jerome McMillan
10-16 Kahi McMillan
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10-24 Nathan Yamada
10-31 Dianne Yamada
10-31 TK Yamada

( 2 (++

10-09 Prashan & Rosemarie
Dabrera

10-12 Howard & Vicki
Owings

10-25 Arnold & Nancy
Garrett

10-26 Todd & Thelma Carlos
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Testament days. They were the political app

man emperor and charged with the task of
[. INTRODUCTION:

rulers over Judea. They were appointed by the Ro-

eping

the Jewish people under control. Israel was p con-

| have spent the last sixty years studying, wi sidered a troubling state by Rome. They wolild not
and teaching the Bible, systematic theology, give into the Caesar/God system of pagan theology,
tian leadership, church management, etc. Yrand they did not like being under the controlfof a

have never taken time to figure out for myse gentile nation. Rome’s way of conquering le
answer to a major question: WHO ARE THE countries in good condition, appointed leade
GIOUS AND POLITCIAL LEADERS OF THI collected taxes from their expanding empire
TESTAMENT DAYS AND WHERE DID THE ple annual allegiance to Rome and to Caesd
COME FROM? required. The ritual included bowing your he

giving a small offering to the political/gsth. J

t the

rs and
A sim-
r was
Ad and
Wi

The temporal leaders of the Lord’s day were people could not do this. Later the New Tesu‘ament

greatest opponents — and He was theirs! He Christians suffered tremendously because t
said a kind word to or about them. He spoke unlike today’s brand of compromising Christ
strongest words against religious leaders wt would break before they would bend and bo
speaking His kindest to the chief of sinners. humanistic-god concept!
leaders were His enemy, and peaceful co-
existence with His enemies was not His goa A. Original Herod, Antipater, ruled 47-43 BC
on earth. 1. The original Herod, Antipater, is notade
in the Bible. The Herod family were descend
Some of the major players in the religious ai Abraham through Esau rather than Jacob.
tural court were: the Herods, the Sadducees 2. Was made ruler (procurator) over Juded
Sanhedrin, the council, the Pharisees, the P Julius Caesar following the conquest of Israg
the scribes, and the Rabbis. Pompey.
3. Rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem.
In this paper | want to attempt to give a worl 4. Was assassinated 73 BC, one year afte]
description of these groups within my own v sar’s assignation?

ey,
ans,
v to a

htion
ants of

by
| by

r Cae-

lary. While | will research this informatien, ni5. Had sons, Herod and Phasael, who were ap-

tempt will be made to make this a historical pointed joint-tetrarchs of Judea by Caesarts

The goal is to obtain a working understandir son, Octavian, and by Mark Anthony who dg

these groups, what made them open enemiithe opposition to Rome in Philippi, 42 BC.

Christ, and see if some of their objectionable6. Phasael was later captured and killed w

acteristics are still around and active within 1 Herod escaped to Rome where the Senate ¢

Biblical Christian church. by Octavian and Anthony, named him King ¢
Jews.

Il. WHO WERE THE HERODS?

Herod is the name of a family that rose to p¢ B- Hérod The Great, ruled 37 — 4 BC

Judea immediately preceding the complete (1 Was appointed King of Judea when he
struction of the Jewish community as a natic Oy fifteen years old by Julius Caesar and g

family was of Edomite descent but acceptec With keeping it under control.
verted and became Jewish in religion by 13(

ontifaed on page

adopte
feated

hile

juided
f the

was
harged

2)

Actually, there are five different Herods i th
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2.  Was a powerful ruler and caused greag suftedeath tc over me if it was not given you from abovedi1ibhn 1

all who opposed him. He conquered Jerusale@.iRl8@MmBr- 7. Both John and Peter accuse this Heragigdilbgiof the exe-
ried ten wives and fathered at least fourteem child cution of Jesus, Acts 4:27. .
3. As a great builder he rebuilt the tempingrgtand struc When they gather to compile notes, the re-
tures and cities like Caesarea, Jericho and Masadataining E. Herod Agrippa I, ruled 39-44 AD . . . .

the Jewish religion. Yet he placed an eagi@faRsigan rule 1. This is the Herod that killed James thachisrause of the sultis a magnificent blueprint. Could it hap-
on the temple. He also built three pagan te@aésmiaa, Se- public encouragement, arrested Peter and hpddomeiin

baste and Panias. Acts 12.

4. His father was Idumean and his motheAredsNabatean. 2. As time passed this Herod was givenvaraioiast all the
His reign lasted 33 years. land of Palestine.

5. This is the Herod that ordered the skfugihtamys born ir 3. It is this Herod that persecuted thelesysieecause of their
Bethlehem under the age of two in an attemptlEskedrom worship of Jesus as Savior, Acts 12:1-3.

becoming King of the Jews, Matthew 5:16. Bethtehlemod's 4.  For a brief time, 41-44 AD, the Land whistagted under

pen?
It did with the Bible. No publisher
commissioned it. No committee outlined it.

No earthly editor oversaw it. Though sepa-

summer palace. Agrippa I.
6. The wise men from the East came to thieél@ngdnfor- 5. This Herod’s daughter, Drusilla, umthpelgdor Paul’ - . . :
mation about the birth of a king, Matthew 2. proper It?ea?nrqoenf aughter, Drusila, argumhfegsor Paul's William Gladstone, Prime Minister of rated by 16 centuries, and penned by an
Z;iveﬁifftthhriféiﬁtsd'ed in 4BC after muneeningoten E. Herod Aariopa L. ruled 53-66 AD England, stated: “I have known 95 great unlikely assortment of kings, soldiers, shep-
: , . . Herod Agrippa I, ruled 53-

8. Herod the Great has four sons mentianbtkin Tresta- e i ; : : i i

; >¢ : 1. This is the Herod that listened to thERasksaight to a Ro- men in my time. And of these, 87 were herds, farmers and fishermen, from Moses in
ment, ArCTelaLf‘S' An:'pafﬁ Phlrltlpf(B(:ethf[)si)[a(tdt%ch, man hearing to support his right to worshis Ssstieraand com- _ _ _ _
?eamggogutﬁ;%%;? d?gé a?)?okgnamzrnn:tggﬁ)agds saig 9 king. Paul had been in prison for two yetmatyibeard the followers of the Bible.” President John the Arabian desert to John on the wind-

: . o S gospel, but rejected it, Acts 25:13; 26-32. _ _ _ .
that he stole the throne like a fox, ruldibit akei died ke a 5 " pay's pressing Agrippa to become afbiséieand Paul Quincy Adams declared: “The Bible is the swept island of Patmos—one theme threads
dog. He was hated by Jew and Gentile alike. =~ later was sent at his own request to Rome for trial . . .
10. He died a loathsome death after he tysgeMemiryears. 3 This Herod used the word “Christian’tie @esty Acts 24:24. book above all others, to read at all ages, the Bible together. That theme is salvation
4. ltis this Herod that saw the Roman vaessirael, set siege ) . . thr hJ Christ
C. Herod Archelaus, ruled Judea 4BC —6AD to the cities and destroy the great structgrasdiather had built and in all conditions of human life. ougnh Jesus ISL.
1. Archelaus ruleq Judea at the same tlmedm_s\hnpas 66-70 AD. _ v Bible is th 0 dible book
was tetrarch of Galilee and Perea. AnotherHimtifhealso Suppose a museum of art commis- our bible Is the most Incredipble POO
ruled part of the land. . . .
2. Archelaus is remembered for his brutdlisiuterdtory. G. Summary sions a painting to be painted by 40 differ- ever written. Every passing day validates
3. Under Archelaus’s rule Joseph decideafiestdsr his Few families in history have had more oppoheodsne believers ) _ _ _ , o .
family to move to the Galilee area. Matthew 2:22. than the families of the Herods. They persarttlyehgospel from ent artists. They work in their respective Peter’s prophecy: “The Word of the Lord will
4. Because of his harsh rule, he was removeiefrehip, prophets, Joseph, Mary, Wise Men, John thed&apsstjohn, _ ) _ , live f " Th ionis: d it live i
banished and his territory was divided intmafgsteernors.  Peter, Paul and even Jesus Himself. No fanulg ledsrmal ac- studios knowing nothing of each other’s Ive torever. e question is: does it live In
5. Archelaus and Herod become joint-teftawdhg the deatt countability to God. They have no defenserejafatt t - -
. WHO WERE THE SADDUCEES? . .
? ?
D. Herod Antipas, (called Herod Tetrarch) ruleeGaiid 1. The Sadducees were the leading oppohetife tartd minis- are assembled on one wall they create duct? Does it set your priorities? Do you
' ’ try of Jesus. They came into existence insénepladecentury BC . w

P , 4BC-39AD > . . ?
1ereHae e oot his half brother Phiip's wifasHstaias and continued uni the first century AD. the perfect landscape. What are the hunger for it? Can you say, “Oh, how | love
both his wife and his niece. 2. They rejected most of the Jewish laveiyitie afdhe resur- odds? thy law! It is my meditation all the
2. Was impressed by John the Baptist, Magk B2 him rection, life with rewards and punishment éftendléastered :
following his wife’s seductive use of her dSatgiter, This is uman freedom in both will and actions. At imsahey were Or suppose 40 architects set out to day” (Psalm 119:97)?

the Herod that requested the head of JohnghbeBatight to very strict in sup_porting interpretation aMBiAl_edaxampIe_is that
him on a platter, Mark 6; Matthew 14:2-10 because the scripture does not set a paymeifie fibrey said

; ; ; design one building. Some know what
3. Jesus refused to meet with him and cétleat fax’. there is none in the case of death or divorce.

4. Jesus refused to do anything to imptésmthisr even > 1hey have no Old Testament origin irh@elagly and were others are doing—others are unaware The Word for You Today
answer his questions. He warned the discipséshagRhari- perpetual enemies of the Pharisees. Only @mingtposition to
sees and Herod because association with theerbwagitig ~ Our Lord- anyone else is doing anything at all. September — October — November 2006

; P . 4. They found a voice in the synagoguesnandriéd to make
leaven into their lives, Luke 13:31. . = )
5 VHeIwas balni;\;ed touLyons where he diethiB@8D Judaism more of a popular religion with theoGraekiBrld. At
6. This is the Herod that desired to seeoJszne ujnirac.le the same time they did not want the Jewistiaelggarelebration

: ; ; s theme of theology.
finally met Jesus when Pilate used him to @ssistdning Je- 25 @ . .
sus before Crucifixion. Jesus told him, “Ydaveontipower - 1hey seemed to attack Jesus because Heglake tie rigor-

ous rites they wanted on religion and He atsmotesagbus life
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Fall brings back many activities we have taken a

break from for the last few months. Now it is back

to school, work, deadlines, kids’ activities, meeti ngs,
night classes, on-line classes, and the listgoeso n.
We go from a relaxed chaos (which pair of shorts to
wear, go to the beach, or go to the mountains) to a
totally out of control chaos (up early EVERY week-

day, get the kids going, make it to work on time be -
cause the boss is back from his 3-month tour of
Europe). We have our calendars that tell us where

we need to be at what time, and life just seems to

be back in full swing. At times it can be overwhelm -
ing. We lose track of time, we are late, we just g et
so caught up in our lives, we end up stressed out

and just plain tired out.

C e

My new thing is exercise and learning Word 2007

(not sure | like the changes too much), plus a new
printer, scanner, fax. My boss would liketo seem e
do more from my desk. Efficiency he callsit. Fo r
me, it is just another thing to add to my already
overloaded brain. But through all of this, | am to
remember God, busy as we may be, remember

Him. Take refuge in His unfailing love.

, ') # %
% +

Besides the everyday occurrences, there are those
unexpected things that seem to come our way.

You see in the news everyday about those who

have lost loved ones; lost homes due to fire, flood or
wind; lost their jobs, families; are broke, living  in their
cars, trying to make the best of it. | always wond er
when | go by a beach each day on my way to

work and on my way home if those unfortunates

know the Lord. | pray each day they do; if not, th ey
will. So much can pull you from looking to the Lor d
to pull you through such difficult times. Weas C  hris-
tians have challenging times, just like everyone el se.
We know, however, that He is a shelter in those

times.

He is good. He is there in the good times and the
bad. How many friends, or so called friends to
some, seem to go away when the waters get
rough? He will never leave you. Isn’t that
great??? Just trust Him to take care of you.

!u#$
% & %

God promises Abraham in Hebrews that there is
nothing greater to run to. Those who are lost, who

are still searching, trying to get out of the jung| e
they are in, running the wrong way as their lives g 0
on around them, will surely be disappointed in the

end if they don’t know Him, His love, His protectio n.

% @) *& + (
& % &
% & +
& & (
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Be encouraged by His love, know He is the “go to”
person. Remember, you have someone always
there for whatever it is in which you seek help.

Take time for you, spend quiet time each day with

Him, refresh your mind, and be ready for whatever

life will bring you today. He is there, always to pray
to. Read His word.

Autumn is here and God’s creation once again
shines with the most wonderful colors this season
shows us. Take the time from time to time to sit
back and enjoy. God Bless you and your family.

~ Beth Wright
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after death with both reward and punishmenbniyezioght the religious, pious, legalistic, without compa&gisseohreligious peo-

resurrection in the case of Lazarus, He causagpéen. ple, self-serving and publicly grandiose ietispingpality, keepers

6. They rejected any spirit world includis,g ange of the legalistic minutia of the law. Unfortimsislyhe group that is

7. They appear in Mark 12; Matthew 3; & 20;dnd six  often observable in our churches today! Thiey Vsprattials” and

times in the book of Acts. In every case th@ppositionto  they were the open enemies of Christ precissly dfetteir public

Christ, John the Baptist and early believers. piety. Jesus’ strongest statements were antharéhégi&ind of peo-

8. Even though the Herods executed sometloétbasevi- ple, and He never accepted them on any occasion.

dence that they associated closely with thd tirmubkemds.  10. For examples of the Pharisee/Jesus @eMlanks10:17; Luke

9. The Sadducees seemed to want much sifytbefitbe 15:29; John 6:28; Luke 18:9-14, etc.

Greek culture and refused to identify witthartgves bf Judaisr 11. Paul was a second generation Pharisg6AEls trial caused

that was not specifically given by God in thEvieardhis they a great division between the Pharisees, SaduliGmeas. It ap-

used their own interpretations. They even waatexluse of  pears he was personally acquainted with th2f), FAalippians 3:6.

the Greek gymnasium approach to life forngeofrboys and

men. (Gymnasium means, the training of nakad bmrs) V. WHO WERE THE PROPHETS AND PRIESTS?

10. Nothing is left in history of the Sadduepeshe reference Both the prophets and priests were religiosshaatiarve an Old

in the scripture on one historian, Josephu®ntloey of exis- Testament precedence. They are commission bygived dre

tence following the Roman ruin of Israel amd yeorishistory. special tasks. The prophets were to represemh@udand the
priests were to represent man back to God.

IV. WHO WERE THE PHARISEES?

1. The Pharisees like the Sadducees hamstdiittaliecord. A. THE PROPHETS:

Josephus, the New Testament and the Dead Seai@tilte 1. The prophets were God called and giftéd spvkey on behalf

the whole information. of God.

2. Pharisee is from the Hebrew word, peprsimeaning 2. They could not originate any messagednot gpgak for God.

“separated ones.” At the time of Christ themaytiaye num- When God gave them a message for people, thelypearétted to

bered about 6,000. personalize it, change or in any manner adj@sidxblt them to

3. They came into existence in the period thetvdd and the¢ say.

New Testament, following the Macarena reveiisesoareund 3. When a prophet spoke for profit, to maie pefgancial grain,

134-100 BC. or presented a false message, they were todoe steath. While

4. Their purpose was to train everyone lespedays and this may sound severe, it was none the lesotarg! e

men in an understanding of the Torah. Thehedtsdiiools fol4. A prophet’s purpose what not to forktelt¢hget at times when

this purpose. they spoke the message God gave them, it difLbangtc informa-

5.  While the Sadducees worked mainly wishthrer veenilies tion.

and leaned toward the Greek system of edue®lmarjstees 5. New Testament prophecy was to cease §ooaheuot end),

identified more with the common people andGesest@aflu- | Corinthians 13:9, 10, when it is replaceschyptines, written, reli-

ence by majoring on Old Testament writtenteatitinas. Their able revelational inspiration.

positions were enacted into law. 6. The task remains for people of Godrtb tk# fouth of God in

6. Open warfare existed at times betweereAltha@ieek faithful teaching and preaching His Holy Word.

soldiers and Hellenistic Sadducees with as 50a0@0apeople 7. Christ became God's incarnate and petiett@roan in a total

killed. Many Pharisees were taken back to Jasipaloners manifestation of the Father, Colossians 1:9-19.

of war and over 800 were crucified while tliescacite watch

their wives and children brutally murdered ekteil@nal is B. THE PRIESTS:

often used as a pattern for many of our sogpascbata closel 1. The priests’ duty was to represent marGmathky offering

look at their life styles around New Testarseptvgalet as ven prayers and sacrifices in daily interceding.

morally objectionable! At his death, Alexangtagedqoeace 2. The priesthood was originally conferrddbhydamn and his

with the Pharisees. This gave them supporta¢yditdeg Sad- successors, the Levites, Exodus 32:28-29.

ducees who had begun to call for his death. 3. Since Calvary, God invites all beliegars threctly to him in

7. Herod’s first act as king was to haveute&adehders prayer, confession and worship, acting as theastsvand without

executed as a display of his distrust for i@esmhcsupporters. the aid of human sacerdotal religious systeewss H&li5, 16.

8. The Pharisees, mentioned 98 times in Tiesteent, 4. During the time of Christ, the priesthbeddmad so corrupt that

may best be remembered as powerful people Wieoma=te it was in 37 BC Herod began appointing thedteyarprually, though

legalistic leaders during the time of ChrigtefEndis opponent bribery, John 18:13.

as well as He was theirs. He often preachedtdrajtanst thei 5.  Today, Jesus fulfills the role of botbsbampl our Great High

self-imposed piety. The Sadducees were thevaisaaod en- Priest, Hebrews 2:17, 18; 3:1-7; 4:14-16.

emy in part because the corrupted spiritudithel$adducees 6. In the Christian faith, Jesus fulfillde tfgorophet by the

gave them major control over the High Pri¢stsemgle.

9. The Pharisees are pictured in the GospetskasfdActs as

(continued on page 4)
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incarnation, life and death; the role of oangrgrstat High Pries 2. The Essenes separated themselves frooh fitverstlism of

with His present ministry in Heaven represketieisbend will
fill the role of King when He comes again.

VI. WHO WERE THE SANHEDRIN?

1. The Sanhedrin is believed to be instithieesugseme legal
council to Israel by Moses, Numbers 11:16.

2. This body was reorganized by Ezra foleo®aiytonian
captivity.

3. The Sanhedrin had 70 members who wére pweartover
religion, to declare war, punishments andwapitaignt, Acts
5:40.

4. During the New Testament days, this ddoopt @aflict the
death penalty without permission from a locgbprebo acted
in behalf of Rome.

5. Sanhedrin comes from the Greek wordnsynedriiog

the Pharisees and the worldliness of the Saddheyeegposed
and separated themselves from the loosenessrshipeof Je-
rusalem and the temple.

3. Many of the Essenes became almost likenchchkse to
live apart from the rest of religions. They dabhbetd,000 at
the time of Christ.

4. It has been often suggested that botle Bdptitt and Je-
sus identified with this group. However, esitZehasg on both
accounts.

5. The Essenes centered their life in acenlitagnity at the
Dead Sea shore. The ruins of the village Qevmdands of their
life.

6. Some Essenes lived without women, moaeyramdazation
with others. Others married and had familiegemted to live
ascetic lives of total separation to God. Tihictheddlge “truly

“sitting together”, and refers to the counuiresmtansible for thigood should be truly free”, including perssoalarbntrols.

leadership of Israel. It was like a supremklsaet. o

6. All four gospels record that the Sarkeddrimdtcondemned
Jesus to death, Matthew 26:57-68; Luke 22:618-74:581&5;
John 18:12-24.

VII. WHO WERE THE SCRIBES?

1. The scribes were neither a party non éhechiew Testa-
ment days; rather they were “learned profesEl@atiEvoted
themselves to the study of the Law and wetersamslavriters.
2. In short the Scribes were the equivaentawgyers.

3. Both Paul and his teacher, Gamaliel\zed tieliave been
scribes. This may be suggested by Il Corinth@22.11

4. The scribes were often also Pharisees REagthe

5. Through the centuries this group gathsaedethavriting
that became the Talmud.

6. Paul and Peter considered the Scribesantegpdhe gos-
pel. | Corinthians 1:20-25; Acts 4:5; 6:12; 23:9.

7. The Scribes were represented in the Sanhedrin

VIIl. WHO WERE THE ESSENES?
1. The Essenes were a very ascetic Jewistt edgirtated in
the second century BC to the first century AD.

Their ultimate freedom was the release offtbengbig! body at
death.

7. In many ways the Essenes were fataligeuditeiiat noth-
ing befalls man that is decreed by fate. Thapst@aticular
about the correct copying of sacred matedailgisctipture.

8. The Essenes maintain “pools of absoltiarti they bap-
tized themselves in repentance and cleansiyngeligoais ritu-
als. These baptismal tanks are still in exist@unoezm.

9. The Essenes are presently best knownhidirthehe Dead
Sea Scrolls.

10. The main theology of this group was pndparite last day
when only special elect people would be savied!Udes/some
of Persian Dualism in the religion. They salésemsbe
“children of light” who would eventually oveecmmitdten of
darkness.”

Understanding a little about the differentdrddpmips in the
New Testament will make the Bible more piattie@roups
above, at some time, became the opponentsasfdldsigos-
pel. The extent of their hatred Christ cootalkdry. Their
hatred then shifted to the Christians who egnenfdecground
and out of town.
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1. First bird Noah sent forth from the ark: dove,
raven, nuthatch, eagle

2. Fruits of the spirit: Seven, eight, nine, ten

3. First person to go to heaven who did not die in
the flesh: Enoch, Elijah, Shem, Moses

4. Oldest person in the Bible: Enos, Mahalaleel,
Enoch, Methuselah

5. First person to build an altar unto the Lord:
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Noah

ANSWERS:

. Raven, Genesis 8:7

. Nine, Galatians 5:22-26

. Enoch, Genesis 5:24 and Hebrews 11:5
. Methuselah, Genesis 5:27

. Noah, Genesis 8:20
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